
SUGGESTS SEIZURE
OFMffll

Chemical Society Editor at
Hearing Says Government
Should Extend Control.

DISCUSSION OF INDUSTRY

The question of taking: platinum
from the jewelry trade for use by the

government for war purposes was

again discussed before the ways and
means committee today, relative to

the way the industry will be affected

under the new revenue bill about to

be written by the committee.
Charles H. Herty, editor of the Offi¬

cial Journal of the American Chemical
Society, told the committee that the

government has not taken sufficient
steps in commandeering platinum. He
admitted that he has been conducting
a propaganda against the jewelers on

this subject and said b® felt Justified.
He believes that the women of the
country are patriotic and tf ap¬
prised of the need for platinum In
war work they will not buy platinum
jewelry. He defended an editorial
which he had written, saying that
some one had blundered in the first
commandeering order on platinum.
Mr. Herty said he believes the gov¬

ernment ought to take over all plati¬
num. whether it is manufactured1' or
not.

Studying Luxury Tax List.
Members of the committee are

studying with interest the list of
luxury taxations suggested by the
Treasury Department, but opposition
was apparent to many of the propo¬
sals which some committeemen re¬
garded as impractical. The commit¬
tee will take up the list item by Item
when it begins framing the new war
revenue bill.
The first protest against the treas¬

ury's suggestions came during the
committee's hearing of representa¬
tives of the wholesale and retail jew-
elrv trade. Meyer D. Rothschild and
Robert B. Steele, both of New York,
declared that the proposed 50 per cent
retail tax on jewelry was ruinous and
would force so many concerns out of
business that the government would
not derive nearly as much revenue
from this source as it would under
the 10 per cent tax.

Lobbying Charges Criticised.
After numerous questions had been

asked about visits of representatives
of the jewelers in Washington. Repre¬
sentative Fordney of Michigan said
while accusations had been pretty free
about lobbying, there "is one organiza¬
tion that right now has lobbies here
In Washington by the score, and there
is never any criticism of It."
"What organization is that?" de¬

manded Representative Garner of
Texas.

"Mr. Gompers'," replied Mr. Ford¬
ney. Representative Moore of Penn¬
sylvania agreed with Mr. Fordney that
business men have the right to come
to Washington to present their views
to their congressmen or to others
without being called lobbyists.

For Patent Medicine Tax.
William H. Hill of Detroit. Mich., who

appeared before the committee to repre¬
sent the patent medicine industry, pro¬
posed the Canadian plan of affixing a
government tax stamp on patent medi¬
cines, the amount of the tax to be added
to the selling price.
While Mr. Hill was on the stand Rep¬

resentative Fordney said the govern¬
ment's actual war expenses this year
after deducting $6,000,000,000 lent to the
allies would be $18,000,000,000. The
$8,000,000,000 which it is proposed to
raise by taxation, he said, represented
40 per cent of the total actual expense
and added that he did not think that
amount should be raised by taxation.

Asks Dentistry Reserve.
The use of platinum in the manu¬

facture of jewelry continues by two-
thirds of the jewelers of the country
in spite of the government's urgeftt
request that it be conserved to meet
war needs, acoording to a statement
by Louis J. Weinsteln of Columbia
University. Mr. Weinstein asked that
a sufficient supply of platinum be re¬
served for its use in dentistry.

"Jewelers have been using their ut¬
most endeavor to buy platinum from
dentists," Mr. Weinstein said. "They
work through the medium of ped¬
dlers. who offer as much as $180 an
ounce, when the dpntists bought as
low as $50 or $60 an ounce, and it
takes a man of considerable character
to resist their offer."
Mr. Weinstein said the supply in the

possession of manufacturing jewelers
has not been commandeered x>y the
government, whereas 75 per cent of
the supply of ,the retailers has been
taken over.
Representative Henry T. Rainey of

Illinois, a member of the committee,declared he would investigate throughthe War Industries Board the allega¬tion that the use of platinum in man¬
ufacturing jewelry continues when its
need by the government is so urgent.

Hoover Urges a Higher Tax
as Means of Reaching Those
Who Profiteer in Foodstuffs
A graduated excess profits tax and

increased taxes on war profits by
which excessive earnings made from
the public necessity would be re-
turned to t£e national Treasury are
urged by Food Administrator Hoover
in a letter to Senator Simmons, chair-
man of the Senate finance committee.
The letter was in reply to a request
from the senator for Mr. Hoover's
views on the revenue bill now beingframed.
While condemning profiteering in

war time as "hateful," Mr. Hoover
declared there is a distinction be¬
tween moral and economic profiteer¬ing.
"On the moral side," he wrote, "the

. nation is endeavoring to draw a dis¬
tinction between a profit commen¬
surate with effort, or capital em¬
ployed and stimulative to enterpriseand production, and the profit that
is abnormally large, due to war con¬ditions."

It is this abnormal profit that Mr.Hoover holds up to public obloquy,while declaring that in the face ofshortage of commodities the mainte¬
nance of maximum production is pos¬sible only through prices high enoughto stimulate "high cost" producers.Even under this stimulation plan,Mr. Hoover points out, excessiveprofits may be made by the low costproducers in a given line of industryand points to sugar as an example.Maximum prices which would insure
a profit to high cost producers were
agreed upon, but at this level of
prices, he said, a minority of the beet
sugar factories "will be earningprofits of from 40 per cent to 100
per cent upon their investment."

"This minority," the letter con¬
tinued. "creates the impression of
profiteering. Their profits are in¬
ordinate. While the public can re¬
ceive Its major protection through
the measures taken, the correction
of this minority profiteering can only
be remedied by stronger taxation of
war profits."

Service Flag Convention Feature.
MEMPHIS, Tenn., July 11..Dele¬

gates from virtually all of the south¬
ern states were in Memphis today to
attend the annual all-south conven¬
tion of the Christian Endeavor Union,
which will be formally opened to¬
night. Officers will be elected at the
opening session.- The unfurling of a
service flag bearing 15,739 stars will
be a feature of the convention, which
will be in session four days.

POLICEMAN FALLS;
GUMTS FATAL

L. M. Kidwell, Third Pre¬
cinct, Hunts Chicken
Thieves; Breaks Skylight.

L.ESTER M. KIDWBIX.

While investigating suspicious
noises in a neighbor's henhouse last
night Policeman Lester M. Kidwell o

the third precinct fell through a small
skylight and sustained gashes In thethecal from which he died an hour
*

After crashing through the sky-1
light, which formed a part of the
roof of the henhouse. Kidwell man¬

aged to extricate himself and madeSu way to patrol bo, M. at Mo»«Uo
avenue and OakeB place
Weakened by loss of blood he called
the ninth precinct, but was only able
to say that a man s throat had been

Bicycle Policeman Benjamin Wil¬
liams of the ninth precinct and Dr.
W. B. Baker of the staff of Casualty
Hospital answered the call and »'®r°

greatly shocked to find the victim
was a member of the force.

Death at Hospital.
-I fell through a skylight/' was all

Kidwell *as able to say before he

S'^rSurSe he died

E5m°u». bloodstains led across the

=r«a^?a8-erethMr WSheai°Vwakene<T by the police

"hS. he° wa8%eUevedrTrorot SSty'it
His wife and other occu-

noise"when he returned home late at

JttiSSrS-sfBw.S's.r.rpc°ennaf. Kidwell

th^structure that he crashed through |
the thin skylight.

Walked to Patrol Box.
through the opening thus<2.Kidwell Sanded In the Shea gar-made. Kidwell ianu u

fence and

box. nearly a block away.
caned 'or aid as > «

have*been saved? but <he lo»ofblood
w«« « &£? o^TVe'epSS

SHbtrin^e-hU'reen^^St^5B^«S^,'SEa
atp^orltoefiwmonths ago. when he

and' adaptability to police duty that
the Commissioner recommended him

'°Fuheral "Orangements have not been

^ldwen?sUrchiW dii Wbhurrieedthe Conner
death.

FRENCH CAPTURE
CORCY IN DRIVE

BELOW SOISSONS
(Continued from First Page.)

nine machine guns and two trench
mortars. In addition to a number of
prisoners. Further prisoners have
been brought in during the day by
our patrols on different parts of the
front.
"With the exception of some hostile

artillery activity in the Morlancourt,
Hinges and Locre sectors there is
nothing to report."

German Official Report.
BERLIN, via London, July 10..The

official communication from general
headquarters today says:
"In the Kemmel region, on the Lys

and on the Somme. fighting activity
revived In the evening. The French
have kept up their violent partial at¬
tacks.
"Southwest of Noyon and south of

the Aisne they advanced several times
with strong forces and established
themselves in the farms of Porte and
Des Loges, west of Antheuil, as well
as in old French trenches north of
Longpont. On the adjoining sectors
they were repulsed by our Are.
"We captured prisoners in a suc¬

cessful local assault west of Chateau
Thierry. There has been lively recon-
noitering activity by the enemy on
both sides of Rheims. Storming troops
brought back prisoners from French
trenches north of Largitzen."

1,000 Prisoner! in Albania.
The Italian embassy has received an

official dispatch from Rome which
said that Italian and French troops
in their Albanian offensive, now in
progress, have captured 1,000 prison¬
ers. including fifty officers, several
airplanes and considerable war mate¬
rial*

200 IN ALEXANDRIA
CALLEDTO COURT

Property Owners Required to
Explain Failure to Con-

neot With Sewer.

STATE ORDER, FILTRATION

Sp«rlal CorrMpoadence of The Star.

ALEXANDRIA. July 11.Nearly two
hundred property owners of Alex¬
andria have been summoned to ap¬

pear In police court and explain their
failure to connect homes with the

sewage system abutting their prop¬
erty.
Orders have been issued by the

Virginia state corporation commis¬
sion to the Alexandria Water Com¬
pany to Install immediately a filtra¬
tion plant in connection with its
water supply.
The company is the main distribu¬

ter of water in Alexandria and the
orders followed the last of a series
of hearings yesterday before the com¬
mission relative to a petition of citi¬
zens of Alexandria asking better serv¬
ice and rates. The company in return
requested of the commission the right
to charge higher rates.

Hasten. Filtration Order.
The state board of health has for

some time advocated the Installation
of a filtration plant and yesterday's
orders are understood to have been
hastened because of health conditions
in Alexandria.
The foregoing are the latest devel¬

opments in the Alexandria "clean up"
campaign.
Hearings in the first of the court

cases will begin at 7 o'clock this
evening before Justice Luther H.
Thompson, and will continue each
evening until all have been heard.
This action was taken in compliance
with a law which has been in opera¬
tion more than two years.
The summoning into court of prop¬

erty owners falling to obey the law
relating to connecting homes with the
sewage system is the first drastic
move made by the crusaders agalnat
insanitary conditions in Alexandria,
where already forty-eight cases of
typhoid are recorded.
Last night Dr. L. I*. Lumsden of the

United States public health service,
who Is In direct charge of the "clean¬
up"; Sanitary Engineer Streeter of
the same service and A. S. Holway.
acting chief engineer of the Virginia
state health department, met in con¬
ference with physicians of Alexandria
at the Alexandria Hospital. The in¬
vestigators sought the views of the
physicians and. It la understood, ob¬
tained information which will help
them in their work.

Directions by Health Official.
The first orders of Dr. Lumsden

within twenty-four hours after his
arrival In Alexandria, were issued to
the public, and urged boiling of
water before It Is used, the home
pasteurisation of milk, and Inocula¬
tion. These, he urged, are preventives
against typhoid fever.
Health officials have obtained the

names of persons who have contract¬
ed typhoid fever, and a strict watch
is being kept on them with a view to
determining the causes of the dis¬
ease. Dr. Lumsden is confident these
will be learned within a day or two.
When these have been discovered,

according to Dr. Lumsden, prevent¬
ives against further spreading of the
disease will be enforced, and from
that quarter there will need to be no
further fear.
On the other hand, there is to be fol¬

low a general cleaning up of the city,
with the co-operation of the police,
city health officials and the public.
Dr. Lumsden has announced that he
will acquaint city officials and the pub¬
lic with the plan that he will follow
out in "cleaning up" the city.

Campaign Against Flies.
It is expected the campaign against

flies will play the biggest part in the
crusade against fl|th and Insanitary
conditions. It has been shown by
state health officials that the fly plays
an Important part In the spreading
of the disease, and to eradicate this
danger Alexandria will find itself en¬
gaged In a "swat the fly" campaign
the like of which it never before ex¬
perienced.
Such a campaign, however, will fol¬

low an Investigation of the water and
milk conditions. The summoning of
the property owners into court is
directly connected with the water and
fly conditions.

Cases Reported of Two
Chauffeurs Whose Work
Takes Them to Alexandria

Two cases of typhoid fever, appar¬
ently traceable to Alexandria, have been
reported to the District health authori¬
ties. Both patients are chauffeurs
whose work has carried them to the
Virginia town daily.
Assistant Health Officer Fowler said

that, while the source of the infection
is not known, it Is a reasonable as¬
sumption that the men contracted thedisease In Alexandria. An Alexandriacltlxen suffering from typhoid has beenbrought to a Washington hospital for
treatment.

Dr. Fowler has not received from
the Virginia authorities the names of
any persons working In Washingtonwho have homes In Alexandria where
typhoid has developed. If any cases
of this character arise steps will be
taken to prevent their, bringing the
Infection to Washington.

It is Dr. Fowler's belief that thecapital is in no imminent danger of a
typhoid outbreak.
The courts are co-operating effec¬

tively with the health department inits crusade against dealers who han¬dle unclean foods or tolerate flies(11th or other germs-developing nui¬
sances. Today a milk dealer, againstwhom a warrant was Issued on acharge of selling milk in an uncleanbottle to a soldier, was fined 1100 inthe United States branch of the PoliceCourt. Tuesday a fine of |200 was thepenalty meted out to a local Armwhich pleaded guilty to having sold abottle of ginger ale in which flies
were found. The health departmentis working its sanitary Inspectorsovertime in an effort to secure asclean a food supply to the capital aspossible.

SOLDIER IS HANGED
FOR CRIMINAL ASSAULT

WACO, Tex., July 11..Nat Hoffman,
a white soldier, was hanged early this
morning at Camp liacArthur. He was
convicted of criminal assault on a
schoolgirl last April. The court-
martial sentence was affirmed by
Washington.
Hoffman was twenty-five years old

and from Pennsylvania. The exact
location of his home is in doubt, as
his parents did not communicate with
him.
V In April Hoffman met the eleven-
year-old girl, in company with a boy
about her age, in a lonely spot near
Camp MacArthur. The boy was as¬
saulted and ran away, after which
the girl was attadked. The afTair
was reported by the .boy to the mili¬
tary police, who too& captured HofT-
man.
His only utterance was said to be

that he deserved his fate.
Hoffman was attached to the sup-

ply company" of the 19th Field Ar¬
tillery, 5th Brigade*

BOOTLEGGERS NOV GIVE
A SAMPLE OF LIQUOR
TO PROSPECTIVE BUYER
Washington bootleggers have

adopted a traveling salesman's
methods of advertising their
goods.
This was disclosed In Police

Court this morning when wit¬
nesses against an alleged boot¬
legger testified that liquor ven«-

ders are carrying samples of their
stock. The whisky peddler ex¬

plained to tljb court that the new
method had become essential In
the bootlegging business. He
claimed that prospective buyers
were a little timorous in making
purchases because many havp
paid as high as |3 a half plijt
for vinegar or tea.
His sample bottle of r100-proof"

whisky was exhibited for evi¬
dence.

TWO BOOTLEGGERS
GETIAILSENTENCES

¦...

Nine Others Charged With
Illegal Liquor Selling De¬

mand Jury Trials.

MANY SALES TO SOLDIERS

With two bootleggers given jail
sentences in the District branch of the
Police Court this morning and nine
Jury trials of alleged liquor venders
set for today in ths United States
branch, court officials expect to dis¬
pose of the largest number of cases In
one day since the Sheppard prohibi¬
tion law went into effect.

Virtually all of the cases in the
United States branch are "selling to
soldier" ones and have been continued
for several months. Assistant Dis¬
trict Attorney Ralph Given signified
his Intention toda>\ of disposing of
them before the witnesses in the oases

are sent to France, which will neces¬

sarily mean that they will have to be
nolle prossed.
The alleged bootleggers who are to

be tried by Jury in the United Statee
branch are Ahram Adams, Howard
Shorter, Harris Thornton, Elisa
Wright. Hannah Cook, Edward Jack¬
son. Natohel Jordan, Cora Turner and
Jaoob Long.

Leniency Shown One.
Edward MoOay, colored, who was

arrested yesterday by Sergt. O. T.
Davis of the fifth precinct, when he
was about to hold a "bargain sale" of
,"100 proof* whisky on the dump at
18th and C streets southeast, where
he was employed, was sentenced to
eight months' imprisonment this
morning by Judge Hardlson. The col¬
ored man testified that he had made
several sales of liquor, but done it "as
a favor" for his friends and that he
was not actively engaged in the boot¬
legging business.
Judge Hardlson stated that he be¬

lieved the colored man did not know
the criminality of his act and for that
reason would not Impose the maxi¬
mum penalty. McCray could have
been sentenced to two years* confine¬
ment.

Samples for Prospective Buyers.
Thomas Henry Kuhnert, 680 I street

southeast, was sentenced to 6 months
imprisonment and fined $500 by Judge
Hardlson this morning when convict¬
ed of illegally selling liquor. Sergt.
Davis, who arrested Kuhnert yester¬
day, testified that the prisoner had
been engaged in the Illicit liquor traf¬
fic for some length of time and that
he solicited trade by giving samples
to prospective buyers.
A shoemaker, who claims he made

the purchase from Kuhnert, testified
that the man had several times asked
him did he want some whisky and
yesterday he bought a half pint for
$1. after taking a sample.
Kuhnert. however, stated that he

was engaged in the produce business
and became acquainted with many
southeast bootleggers and had bought
the liquor from them and sold it to
the shoemaker.
Charged with selling liquor to sol¬

diers. George H. Kober was arraigned
before Judge McMahon this morning
and entered a plea of not guilty, and
demanded a jury trial. Kober was
arrested near the' Union station last
night by Sergt. Edward Curry of
the sixth precinct when he sold hair
a pint of whisky to a soldier.

Soldier Feigned Sickness.
It Is said that the soldier feigned

sickness and asked Kober where he
could get a drink. Kober, it is said,
sympathised with the man in uniform
and went to the bootleg district in
Southwest Washington and bought
half a pint and turned it over to the
soldier.
Elijah Loraax, colored, was ar-;

raigned before Julge McMahon this
morning on two charges.carrying a
concealed weapon and intoxication.
She entered a plea of not guilty and
demanded a Jury trial. Mr. Given
then set the trial for next Tuesday,
stating that a case of this kind should
be disposed of as soon as possible.
The colored woman has been con¬
victed of the same charge. Mr. Given
.aid.

NEW POLICY AIMS
AT THE HAPSBURGS

(Continued from First Page.)

message apropos of the congress of
representatives of the Slavic nations
at Rome recently marked the turning
point in our policy. The army appro¬
priation bill just signed puts into law
what the Secretary of State expressed
on that occasion.
What has happened is that the

United States following logically its
declaration of war on Austria has now
decided to use all the forces at its dis¬
posal to make Inroads Into the Aus¬
trian empire with the hope of ridding
the world of the militaristic regime
that connived with Germany to start
the present war. Under previous laws,
aliens could not be commissioned in
the United States Army, but the new
measure makes a conspicuous excep¬
tion, proving how anxious the United
States is to organise an effective
army of Slavs to help in the world¬
wide crusade for the liberation of
small nationalities.
Details of the organisation and

movement of troops will, of course,
be withheld, but it is worth noting
that the President can transport the
new Army to any field of action he
chooses. This can mean the Austrian
front, as the Italians are anxious to
have the Jugo-Slavs to help them, as
are the Serbians. Furthermore, the
Csecho-Slavs now in Siberia may be
reinforced by their brethren in the
United States. Military intervention
in Russia may still be in the processof discussion, but military interven¬
tion in the Austro-Hungarian empire
has already been determined upon by
the United 8t*tes and from now on
will be put into actual operation.
All this should have a cumulative

effect as Austria's Internal troubles
multiply and the months approach
when a decision in the world war
must come.

$400 Fire in Anacoitia Home.
Fire yesterday afternoon damaged

the home of Robert C. Malay, 1S27 U
street, Anacoitia, to the amount of
)400. Origin of the Are wa» not de¬
termined, ,

72 CENTS A PECK
FAIR POTATO PRICE

Dealers Who Charge More
Are "Rank Profiteers,"
Says Food Administrator.

WANTS NAMES REPORTED

Any retail dealer charging more
than 7,2 cents a peck for potatoes of
tho beat graile is not only making an
excessive profit, but should be treated
as a profiteer. This was the declara¬
tion today at the District Food Admin¬
istration.
Protests from cltlsens of Washing¬

ton against the retail price of pota¬
toes are growing more numerous
each day and the tone of the com¬
plaints is becoming more bitter. The
food administration is considering
the best and most practicable means
of relief from what it is beginning to
look upon as an unnecessarily serious
situation.

Potato Supply Adequate.
Investigation this morning by offi¬

cers of the local administration con¬

vinces them that the local potato sup¬
ply is satisfactory at present and
that at the price the retailers have
been buying their potatoes of No.
1 grade during tho past two days
they could sell them for prices rang¬
ing from 68 to 72 cents and make a
fair and reasonable profit.
Food Administrator Wilson assigned

several men from his office to attend
the wholesale market selllhg. which
is held early In the morning. It was
upon their report that the adminis¬
tration contends that the best grade
of potatoes should not cost the house¬
keeper more than 72 cents a peck at
the utmost, and the second grade
should 'cost her about 60 or 62 cents
a peck.
Complaints forwarded to the ad¬

ministration contain information that
many persons have been paying more
than SI a peck for potatoes, and in
some Instances persons have claimed
to have paid as high as $1.25 and 91.(0
a peck.

Declared Bank Profiteers.
Dealers who charged such price*

the administration contends, were

nothing lee» than rank proflteera If
housewives would furnish the names
of such dealers to the administration
tlvey would be dealt with In a severe

manner, the latter states.
Because of conditions and the uncer¬

tainty of the market, potatoes have
not been quoted on the weekly fair
price list for the last two weeks. As
a result many dealers are believed to
have taken advantage of this and
boosted their potatoes to a point far
above what would have been consid¬
ered by the administration a fair profit
price.
It is considered likely that potatoes

will be put back on the fair price list
tomorrow. The administration urges
the publio of Washington to report
any deeler charging more than 72
cents a peak. All suah complaints will
be investigated and where warranted
the offending retailers will be pun¬
ished.

Activities of Czecho-Slovaks
in Siberia May Affect

Entire Problem.

Csecho*Slovak efforts toward re¬

storing order in Siberia, their occu¬

pation of important territory and
cities, and their evident determina¬
tion to seek to bring an established
government out of the Russian chaos,
today was regarded here as having
reached a point where their activi¬
ties may well change the entire Rus¬
sian situation.
One point of discussion -was the

possibility of a recognition of the
Caecho-Slovaks by other allies, as the
French already have done, as na¬

tionals friendly to the allies.
Aid to Czecho-Slovaks.

By those who have unofficially In¬
dorsed such recognition it is held that
giving the Czecho-Slovaks a definite
status with the allies would serve

further to cohere their efforts, and
might make them more valuable in
their present efCjorts In Siberia.
One effect of the recent suppression

of anarchistic elements by the Czecho¬
slovaks has been to make any action
the United States and the allies desire
to take in aid of Russia easier, by af¬
fording an excellent nucleus of friend¬
ly and patriotic Russians through
which assistance may be rendered.

Hun Grip Tightens on Russia.
Meanwhile Germany gives signs al¬

ready of tightening the grip she has
sought to get upon Russia. One dis¬
patch received in Washington today
tells how the German military govern¬
ment in Lithuania is becoming more and
more aggressive in respect to the tary-
ba (the state council of Lithuania) and
handicaps its business in every way.
The dispatch read:
"After having closed the Lithuanian

schools at Tilna, it has Just suspend¬
ed the Llstuvousadas, the unofficial
organ of the tarba, for a period of
fifteen days, because of an article
criticising the abuses by the German
government occupation.
"The conflict between the tarba

and this (German) government Is be¬
coming more and more acute."

Await Action of Allies.
NEW YORK, July 11..Leaders of the

Czechoslovak movement to establish
an independent state, whose troops are
now fighting against armed German and
Austro-Hungarlan former prisoners of
war and against the bolsherviki in
Siberia, are waiting to see what action
the allies will take regarding inter¬
vention in Russia before determining
their own policy there. They believe,
however, their place is in the battle line
on the western front.
The announcement was contained in a

statement given out here by Charles
Pergler, an attorney, who is the Ameri¬
can delegate to the Czechoslovak and
who is acting as secretary to Prof. T. G.
Masaryk, president of tho council.

Auitro-German Conference* On.
LONDON, July 10..German and

Austrian statesmen began a confer¬
ence at Salsburg yesterday for the

Surpose of arranging for closer re-
Ltions between the two countries

and cementing their alliance. Sixty
of the most prominent statesmen and
diplomats of the central, empires w.era
to participate in the conference, ac¬
cording to report.

Hope Rather Than Expecta¬
tion Is Stirred in Breasts

of Statesmen.

Talk of "another" midsummer re¬

cess of Congress was heard at the

Capitol today. It was said that Con¬

gress would be able to get through
with all the necessary work by the
end of the week and recess until

August 12, as had been planned for

last Saturday.
But the recess, according to one of

the democratic leaders of the Senate,
will come at that time only if the
wire control resolution has been
passed, and if the food production bill,
with its war-time prohibition amend¬
ment, has been put through.

House Must Act Pirst.
It also will come only in case the

House adopts a reoess resolution and
sends it to the Senate. The demo¬
cratic leaders on the Senate side, after
last Saturday's fiasco, when the House
refused to pass a reoess resolution !
after it had been put through the
Senate, are determined that the next
move for a recess must come from
the House.

It was admitted that the probabili¬
ties for a recess at the end of the
week, in view of the present situation,
appear rather slim.

Prohibitionists Are Wary.
The recess talk Is being fostered by

the.opponents of war-time prohibition,
Just as it was before tlie late "disap-
j>ointment." They are asking the pro¬
hibitionist leaders in the Senate to
allow the food control bill to be side¬
tracked so that the wire control reso¬
lution may be passed, and that they
agree to a recess after the passage
of the wire control measure, leaving
the war-time prohibition measure as
the unfinished business of the Senate.
But the prohibitionists are not in¬

clined to agree. They claim that they
have the votes in the Senate to put
through war-time prohibition and that
if they insist upon staying here until
the measure is put through they will
be successful. ,On the other hand, if they yield to
the Importunities of the "wet8,,, and
agree to a recess, they say, they have
no assurance but what when the re¬
cess is over war measures of such im¬
portance may be demanded by t**e ad¬
ministration that their prohibition
measure may be sidetracked entirely.

IT
; FACESHOTFIGHT
Political, Not War Move, and
Absolutely Unnecessary,

Opponents Assert.

The opponents of the wire control
resolution now before the Senate, giv¬
ing the President authority to oontrol |
and operate the telegraph and tele¬
phone systems of the country, planned 1
today a bitter fight against the meas¬

ure on the ground that it is absolutely
unnecessary and that it is a political
rather than a war move.
Thsy said today that it was their

purpose to show to the country dur¬
ing the debate In the Senate just what
the resolution would do and what ita
purpose is. They insisted that no ade¬
quate military reasons for the taking
over of the control of the wires had
been shown.

Por More Bi^id Censorship.
Senators Insisted that the taking

over of the control of the telegraph
and telephone systems meant much
more rigid censhorship of the press,
throiteh Postmaster General Burleson
and George Creel, chairman of the
public Information committee.
The move to take over the wires is

socialistic, they insisted.
The resolution was taken up in the

Senate today on motion of Senator
Smith of South Carolina, chairman of
the interstate commerce committee,
lit is the purpose of the supporters of
the resolution, many of them oppo¬
nents of war-time prohibition, to have
the resolution supplant the $11,01)0.000
emergency agriculture appropriation
bill, with its war-time prohibition
amendment, as the unfinished busi¬
ness of the Senate.

Determined on Debate.
While supporters of the wire reso¬

lution insisted they would press it to
a vote as speedily as possible, and
that they might be able to get a vote
this week, the opponents are deter¬
mined that no vote shall be had until
the country is thoroughly informed as
to what It means.

Telegrams Demand Hearing.
Before the wire control resolution

was taken up a number of telegrams
were presented to the Senate from
officials and employes in telegraph
and telephone companlea protesting
against the resolution and demand¬
ing that they be given a hearing.
senator Kellogg of Minneaota pre¬

sented a telegram from citiaens of
his state and asked to have it read
into the Record.
Senator Smith of Arizona objected,

but the Senate, by a vote of 41 to 27,
ordered the reading of the telegram,
and after that other telegrams were
presented without objection.
When the resolution was taken up

Senator William Alden Smith of
Michigan denounced it as a socialistic
measure.

"I have gone as far as I Intend to
go along the line of socialistic legisla¬
tion," said Senator Smith!
He insisted that it was a mistake

for the government to undertake to
operate the telephone and telegraph
systems when they were being op¬
erated by private concerna

Two Amendments Offered.
Senator Watson of Indiana present¬

ed two amendments to the wire con¬
trol resolution. One of them elimi¬
nates telephone companies from the
operation of the resolution. The other
eliminates from the operation of the
resolution any telephone or telegraph
lines owned or operated by a press
bureau or press association. He gave
notice that he would press these
amendments at the proper time.

AGAINST WOMAN SUFFRAGE.
MILWAUKEE, Wis.. July 11.After

a warm debate on the floor of the
democratic state conference yesterday
platform planks favoring the national
prohibition and woman suffrage
amendments were defeated by a viva
voce vote.
A plank providing that no foreign

language shall be taught In any
school below the high school received
a setback and a substitute, measure
declaring "In favor of teaching the
English language In the graded
schools." was adopted.
Henry A. Moerlenp&h of Clinton,

Wis., was recommended for the nomi¬
nation for governor. The platform U>
the main was a strong indorsement of
the national administration.

TENANT CASES CUT
i DOWN BY NEW LAW
Court Docket Shows That
Protection Is Afforded Dis¬

trict Householders.

LEGAL POINTS CLEARED

There has been a steady decrease in
the number of tenants required to
move from their homes in the District
since the Saulsbury resolution went

into effect June 1. according to the
records of the Municipal Court.
In the month of March, 1,492 persons

were brought into the court by the
owners on thirty-day notices to vacate.
In April the number of these cases

was 1,163, and in May, 997. During
June, the first month of the operation
of the law, 900 cases were tried by
the court. From July 1 until Tues¬
day, July 9, there were 265 cases.

Not a Typical Month.
Although June showed a drop in the

number of landlord-tenant cases. It
was pointed out that the record for
that month cannot be taken as an
example of the full effect of the Sauls-
bury law. since practically all cases
tried that month were on notices
served on the tenants during May be¬
fore the enactment of the law.
While these figures include cases in

which tenants were brought into
court on notices to vacate for non¬

payment of rent these cases, accord¬
ing to court officials, form a small
percentage of the total number.
The fact that there are numerous

jobs constantly open for both men and
women, it is pointed out. has made it
possible for nearly all tenants to keep
up their rent payments.
In cases where a bona fide sale has

been made, and the new owner proves
to the court that he "necessarily re¬
quires" the house for his own use,
possession is given. The Saulsbury
law also allows an owner to oust a
tenant if it is proved that the tenant
has been unduly destructive or con¬
stitutes a nuisance in the property.

Some Cases Withdrawn.
After Judge Michael Doyle decided

early in June that in the case where a
house was sold the new owner must
bring the suit to sret possession. and
that suit could not be brought until thf
new owner actually took deed to the
property, many cases that had been
filed in court were withdrawn.

Strict interpretation of the phrase
"necessarily requires" the property also
resulted in the dismissal of many cases.
Judges of the court have found that
slnoe the war began even those ten-'
ants who are summoned to court for
non-payment of rent are able to pro¬
duce the rent by the time the case
reaches trial. In that case they are
permitted to remain in the premises.

Nearly 1,000 Tenants File Pleas.
In the neighborhood of 1.000 tenants

appealed during the past few months
to the housing and health division of
the War Department, where Capt.
Julius I. Peyser, a local attorney, was
assigned to assist government em¬
ployes in retaining their homes.
Between SO0 and 400 of this number

were tenants whose cases already had
been filed in Municipal Court by the
owners. Many of these Capt. Peyser
suooeeded in settling out of oourt. In
all but a few of the cases that went
to trial Capt. Peyser succeeded in pre¬
venting eviction.
Although the housing and health di¬

vision was established primarily to
a!d government workers, scores of
Washlngtonians not in the federal
service apply daily to Capt. Peyser's
office for advice in preventing eviction.

PEACE FY SWORD, FLEA.
Prussian Speaker Says There Must
Be Peace Worthy of Sacrifices.
PARIS. July 10..In a recent speech

in the Presslan house of lords Count
Behrendorff said, according to ad-
vices from Basel:
"We cannot have peace worthy of

our sacrifices without the aid of the
good German sword. We cannot
make progress by such shameful
speeches as have been delivered late¬
ly In the reichstag by responsible per-
sonalities."
The vice president, responding, said:
"Confidence in government circles

is unshaken. The majority of the
people of the nation are also con¬
vinced that victory cannot be drag¬
ged away from us. We have van¬

quished in the east and we shall con¬

quer in the west. Victory is not far
distant."

ALLIES PRESS ON
HOUGH ALBANIA

Austrians Falling Back on

Skumbi River 25 Miles
North of Berat.

FIGHTING IS SPREADING

By the Aksociated Preas.
Under Franco-Italian pressure the

Austrian troops In Albania have retired
beyond the Berat-Fleri line In the di¬

rection of the Skumbi river and Elbasan,
the nearest natural defense northward.
The evacuation of Berat announced ^

from Vienna probably was due to the
Italian progress around Fieri and tho
French advance between Lake Ochrida

^

and the Tormorica valley, up which tho

Austrians also are retreating, pursued
by the allied forces.

Tfoe fighting in the Macedonian thea¬
ter has spread eastward and the Bul¬
garians are making strong attacks north
of Monastir, apparently to draw atten¬
tion from Albania. The Bulg<'*r attacks
were repulsed with heavy losses by the
French. There is great danger that
the Bulgarian lines east of Lake Och¬
rida will be outflanked should the al¬
lied forces reach the Skumbi at Elbasan.

Italians Continue Advance.
LONDON*. July 11..Italian troops on

their offensive in Albania continue to
advance, says a dispatch from Home
to the Central News Agency. The
Austro-Hungarians are falling back
on the Skumbi river, twenty-five miiea
north of Berat.

Add to Austria's Troubles.
By th* BrlfUh Wir*le*« Servlr*.
LONDON, July 10..Successes won

by the allied troops in Albania will
add seriously to the troubles of the
Austrian*. They were won by a
fresh, determined action in the Balkan
area, where any military success mu:-t
always have immediate and valuable
political reaction.
The line on which fighting is going

on at present runs from the Iliver !»«*-
voli to the Adriatic, a distance of more
than sixty miles. In addition to ti t-

French and Italian troops engaged m
the battle, Albanian troops, under K
isad l'asha, are fighting against the
Austrians, and, because of their la-
miliarity with the country, are in a

position to give valuable assistance.

Enemy Troops Nervous.
Although the region of the allied

advance is seventy miles from the
Saloniki front, there are already
signs of nervousness among the em
my troop." in that area. The advance
in Albania is a serious threat to tl.e
right flank of the Bulgar armies in
the region of Monastir. This is evi¬
dently appreciated by the enemy, and.
too. it will have the effect of bringing
to the side of the allies many from
the hill tribes, which are among thi¬
nnest fighters in the world. Every
fresh success of the allies will heart,
the south Slav races, who are alre.v
in revolt against their Austria::
rulers.

... vA further short advance will rrV
the allies to Berat, the chief t.»wn -f
southern Albania, and it is significant
that Austrian official statements ad¬
mit the progress of the French ami
Italians.

Paris Reports Gains.
PARIS. July 10..An official state¬

ment says:
"Eastern theater. July 9.There was

artillery and patrol activity west of
the Vardar. Notwithstanding the
costly checks of yesterday at the
Cerna bend, the enem> today again
launched his assault troops against
our positions north of Monastir and
was again repulsed with appreciable
losses. In the region south of the
Devoli river our troops continued
their advance in conjunction with the
Italian troops and occupied Cafa
Guriprere. the highest point of Bos-
nica crest, which extends in a direc¬
tion northwest of that Bosnia. The
Austrians, after having offered vigor¬
ous resistance in the course of the
preceding days, retired in disorder
into the Tormorica valley, into which
we pursued them. We captured 210
Austrian prisoners and important ma¬
terial. Two enemy airplanes were
brought down."

Austrians Take New Line.
VIENNA. July 11, via London..Aus¬

trian forces in Albania are occupying
new defensive line, which has been

a new defensive line, which has been
office report. The statement announces
the repulse of a French detachment,
which was advancing in the Devoli
valley.

A Grand Piano
IsEvery One'sIdeal of IJJ
A Musical Instrument 1

A Brambach
Baby Grand
Is Within the
Possibilities
of All Piano Buyers

A ¦ tfjCOd it costs no more than the goodAl Upright.yet it offers you the
"Grand" appearance and the "Grand" tone of
the larger instruments.

The small size room or modern apartment
is the "habitat ideal."

Craftsmen building the Brambach Baby
Grand are specialists in Grand Piano construc¬
tion.and it is a real triumph in modern Piano
building.
|kt_There will sorely be a scarcity of New Pianos
mouce. and Player-Pianos this Fall, occasioned by the

increasing cost of labor and materials; this
warranto OUR ADVICE that you purchase the
instrument of your choice now.

If you care to trade in a used Piano, we'll
make a liberal allowance for it.

E.F.Droop & Sons Co.
10AA r Cr Steinway PiMMM.

lOUU U Jl* Player-Pianos.
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